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Topic: Compilation of annotations for difficult words
and phrases in Shi Jing

First understand the lesser teachings and then
understand the classics; the first emphasis of
reading the classics is in precisely understanding
the meanings of terms. There is a great deal of
literature on the annotation of words and phrases in
the Shi Jing, and they are scattered in books of
different characteristics. Traditional annotations
are from classicists such as Mao Heng' s Zuan, Zheng
Xuan’ s Qian, Kong Yingda’ s Zhengyi, Zhu Xi’ s Shi
Ji Zhuan, Chen Huan’ s Shi Maoshi Zhuanshu, Ma
Ruichen’ s Maoshi Zhuangian Tongshi, Wang Xiangian' s
Shisanjia Yijishu. There are also books specializing
in semantics for difficult terms in the Shi Jing such
as Wang Yinzhi’ s Jingyi Shuchan, Yu Yue’ s Shi Jing
Pingyi. There are also term books such as Shuowen,
Erya, Guangya, and Jingzhuan Shici. These are all



books necessary for understanding the meaning of
words in Shi Jing. Since the Republican era, due to
the empirical trend in research methods as well as
the contribution of newly unearthed materials, many
modifications were made to annotations of terms in
Shi Jing toward the old writings. Wang Guowei’ s Yu
Youren Lun Shishuzhong Chengyushu, Lin Yiguang s Shi
Jing Tongjie, Yu Xingwu s Shi Jing Xinzheng, Chu
Wanli’ s Shi Jing Quanshi, Long Yuchun' s Sizhuxuan
Shishuo, Ji Xusheng’ s Shi Jing Guyixinjeng are among
the best works. In China, there are also four Shi
Jing dictionaries, such as Xiang Xi’ s Shi Jing
Cidian, Dong Zhian’ s Shi Jing Cidian, Chi Wenjun' s
Shi Jing Baike Cidian, and Zhuang Mu" s Shi Jing
Zonghe Cidian. These dictionaries have collected a
wealth of information and are easy to search, but
there are some problems, including: 1) there are
still mistakes in the interpretation; 2) little
doubts have been raised concerning traditional
connotations ; 3) existence of multiple meanings, the
quality is uneven, and it is difficult to choose; 4)
the semantic effect of empty terms and term meanings
are unclear ; 5) there are still some difficult terms
that have not been incorporated. This project seeks
to focus on these problems, and to use the dictionary
form to select 300 difficult terms and collect the
different interpretations of annotators, and to
analyze them, so that readers can use it when reading
the Shi Jing.

Keywords: Shi Jing, terms, semantics, dictionary
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