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The Practice of The “Holy Living” of
Christ and Confucius.
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The Practice of “Holy Living” of Christ and Confucius
Abstract

This article defines the Practice of “Holy Living” of Christ and Confucius as follows. Holiness,
being the nature opposite to secular phenomena, is perceived through direct and indirect relationship
between rationality and irrationality, where, with Christ, it is the nature of God, and, with Confucius,
the utmost achievement in the world in combining heaven’s virtue and the mortal’s virtue as one with
wisdom and morality. Becoming holy: is, in one, the embodiment of God also the exhibition of nature
of holiness; and, in the other, is the realization of ideal personality with achievement in combining
heaven’s virtue and the mortal’s virtue as one. The practice of holy living of Christ and Confucius:
the former is the merger of Christ’s humanity with deity embodied by John the Baptist and an objective
interpretation of a life journey of preaching, sin offering and resurrection; the latter is Confucius’
undertaking his calling by learning in the living world to understand the law of nature, with relentless
endeavor in his political aspiration, ideal of making the world better and dedication to the education of
the Classics, which was the value interpretation of a life journey of a holy man praised by the
subsequent times of Mencius, Sima Qian, and others as paramount spectacular.

They differed significantly: Christ achieved holiness with his flesh, requiring his believers to
live in holy life to reach the awed God, promoting that sin offering pardons man’s sin and further
restores God and men from alienation; Christ came back to life and proclaimed that holy living leads to
God’s spiritual kingdom and told people to believe in God and realize holy living to become righteous
men who love others no less than themselves. Whilst, Confucius committed his flesh to his
achievement by respecting and being awed by the heaven, knowing his fate, promoting virtues while
pursuing knowledge, self-restraining to comply with etiquette, and abiding by honesty to keep from
crime, exercising humaneness and righteousness as greatly as the heaven, and being dedicated to the
benevolent principle of empathy and philanthropy, learnng in the living world to understand the law of
nature, to achieve the spiritual accomplishment of heaven and human becoming one.  As such, Christ
and Confucius shared the same virtue and aspiration. By research in the classics of the Holy Bible and
the Analects (Lun Yu), this article performed an objective and systematic research in the “holy living”
of Christ and Confucius with adoption and comparison of the concept of “holiness” in divine nature
and humanity of the two holy men, in which we identified their difference, focusing on both the theory
and practice in living.  The research of this article, as it integrates the value of holy virtue in achieving
holy living between Chinese and Western religious philosophies and continues to investigate the
humanity values in the histories of the Eastern and the Western societies for people in the future to
pursue, is expected to provide criticism and reflection on the modern civilizational crisis of declined

virtue of faith and anomaly of values.

Keywords: Christ, Confucius, Holy Living, sin, love, humaneness
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