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A Study on the Implementation
of Integrative Activities Curriculum

at Small Elementary Schools
In Taichung City
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A Study on the Implementation of Integrative Activities
Curriculum at Small Elementary Schools in Taichung City

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the implementation of Integrative
Activities Curriculum (IAC) at small elementary schools in Taichung City. The
curriculum of Integrative Activities was initiated at 2003, and was then revised at 2008,
purposed to help students experience and reflect on the mental and physical activities
designed to cultivate and promote their altruistic mindset, self-development,
self-protection, activeness in participating in the society. However, due to the
declining of birth rate and urbanization, the number of students in elementary schools
keeps shrinking, which leads to the ineffective implementation of the IAC. Comparing
with other curricula such as language art, math, or science, the studies of the IAC are
much fewer in number. Also, most relevant studies of the IAC were conducted
quantitatively. It is essential, therefore, to understand how the IAC has been
implemented in elementary schools, especially in small elementary schools, after the
revision of curriculum guidelines in 2008.

Case studies were used in this study. Ten incumbent IAC teachers were
interviewed comprehensively from the perspective of teachers’ key performance
indicators developed by the author. The findings of this research include: (1) most of
the interviewees were not familiar with the curriculum guidelines issued by the
Ministry of Education; (2) interviewees would like to develop the course materials but
were restricted by the administration policies, instead, they adopted the textbooks on
the market; (3) the IAC was mostly led by the school administration, not teachers; and
(4) most small elementary schools suffered from inadequate human resources, the
implementation of the IAC was generally ignored. Suggestions for improving the

implementation of IAC and future research were provided at the end of this study.

Keywords: small elementary schools, integrative activities curriculum, case study
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