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Exploring Grandparent-Teacher
Communication for First-Grade

Elementary Teachers
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate: (1) the experience and perception of
elementary 1% grade teachers towards grandparenting families, (2) the conditions of
grandparent-teacher communication, and (3) teacher’s belief towards grandparent-
teacher communication. To reach these study aims, a qualitative research approach is
adopted. 6 elementary 1% grade teachers who are highly regarded in teaching and
experienced in grandparent-teacher communication are invited as participants using
purposive sampling. Semi-structural interviews are conducted. Main findings are as

follows:

1. The type of grandparenting includes divorced parents, living with grandparents, and
minimal care for children from parents, resulting in burden of parenting onto
grandparents.

2. Grandparents’ disciplinary methods include permissiveness, indulgence, indifference,

and democracy. However, due to grandparents’ limited physical and mental strength,
their attention for the children’s study and behavior is limited. Their focus is put on
providing the children’s biological needs.

. Problems of grandparenting children perceived by these interviewed teachers include
self-management, adaption difficulties, psychological needs, and interpersonal skills.
. The grandparent-teacher communications of the interviewed teachers are mostly
face-to-face. A few of the teachers also used the ‘line’ app for communication.

. Difficulties in communication between interviewed teachers and grandparents
include grandparents’ mistrust towards after-school care teachers, grandparents’
inability to discipline children, inability to teach homework, and inability to satisfy
children’s psychological needs.

. Interviewed teachers mostly adopted active communication belief, understanding
parents’ and children’s needs, and establishing trust and companionship.

. Interviewed teachers showed no difference in their belief about grandparent-teacher
communication from common parent-teacher communication. Most teachers do not
consider the persistence of special disciplinary problems of students under
grandparenting in their class, and have no special concerns about communicating
with grandparents.

Finally, suggestions were made according to the above findings.

keywords: grandparenting, grandparent-teacher communication, teacher’s

communication belief
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