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Migration, Disjuncture and Double Stratification :

An Institutional Ethnography of Taiwan’s

Affirmative Action in Education for Indigenous People

Abstract

The purpose of this study, from a standing point of the author’s experienced
disjuncture in studying process, is to explore the operating processes of Taiwan’s
affirmative action in education for the indigenous people by. Drawing upon
institutional ethnography, the author portrayed the studying process as working
process common to those indigenous students who grew up in tribes and ventured on
continuing higher education, and analyze the costs indigenous people had paid for
affirmation action in continuing higher education.

The author argued that, although affirmative action in education did brings up
substantive benefits to indigenous people, three points should be made. First of all, the
affirmative action in continuing higher education led to double stratification in
indigenous community. Few indigenous people become both minority in the middle
stratum of mainstream society and new elite in tribal community. Second, to capture
the affirmative opportunities of continuing higher education, not merely indigenous
students, but also their family and even their tribal community have to be involved.
Last but not the least, migration due to continuing higher education under affirmative
action further led to disjuncture in tribal culture and solidarity.

The author concluded what “the disadvantageous group” means to Taiwan’s
affirmative action in continuing higher education and how it reinforces the stereotype
imposed upon indigenous people: ethnic disadvantage justifies affirmative action in

continuing higher education, while evident and inferior academic performance



substantiates indigenous people as disadvantageous group.

Keyword : Taiwan indigenous people, affirmative action in continuing higher
education, institutional ethnography, migration, social stratification
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