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Abstract

It has been more than 20 years since the first diagnosis of HIV/AIDS in Taiwan.
In 1997, the treatment of HAART (Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy) was
implemented and this put HIVV/AIDS the same category as other chronic or terminal
illnesses. However, the stigma and discrimination of HIV/AIDS did not retreat. Because
of past correlation between homosexuality - especially in males - and infection with
HIV/AIDS, this stigma and discrimination isstill mostly targeted at homosexual males.
The researcher suggests that the existing-prejudice, stigma and discrimination of
HIV/AIDS is informed by the'taboo nature-of the sexual practices of homosexual males.

There are essential differences between the terms ‘‘witness disease” and “witness
illness” that Cindy Patton‘identifies (2012). Patton also reminds us that the mainstream
discourses of governance are dominated by the framing of HIV/AIDS as a “witness
disease” which,not only-transforms individual humanity“to a risk group within
population, but deprives.usrof-the ability to narrate the experience of the individual.
From this perspective, the“researcher, believes it is necessary to get rid of the
conventional thinking of governance of HIV/AIDS and adopt the approach of “witness
illness” in order to understand the lives of those infected.

This thesis contains interviews with 12 homosexual males about the process of
self-adjustment, experience of sexual practice, imaginations of intimacy, and their
predictions of life after being infected with HIV. The researcher is attempting to draw
out heterogeneous, multivariate, and dynamic in order to compare and contrast the
predictions these men had and the realities of life after infection. The researcher hopes
that through analyzing these life experiences and narratives it will be possible to

privilege multiple understandings of different aspects of the reality of life for



homosexual males in Taiwan and reverse the stigma around HIVV/AIDS infection.

Keywords: HIV/AIDS, sexual practice, intimacy, homosexual male, HIV-positive,
witness illness
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