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A Research of Resident’s Cognition and Environmental Attitude of
Ecological Community of Atayal Community-A Case Study of
Aborigines in Jianshih Hsinchu

Abstract

Facing volatile change of the global environment and depletion of energy, the
sustainable development of the environment has become a common objective of
mankind, while ecological community has become one of the best practicesin relation
to today’s sustainable life. Ever since the promotion of community establishment,
after decades of development, Taiwan officially inaugurated ecological community
exemplary plan in 2004, expecting to establish a lifestyle based on the sustainable
development of the society, ecology and spiritual environment. In recent years, the
self-conscious movement of the Taiwan indigenous groups has emerged. Thus, the
government has invested significant resources and prepared many aid plans to help
the indigenous communities in remote areas improving and achieving industrial
transformation. Many tribes have thus become famous attractions for cultural
experience and ecological tourism. The sustainable management of the ecological
environment of the communities and community autonomous mechanism
establishment should not be overlooked in the process of the rapid development.
Atayal is the indigenous group with the second largest population among all tribesin
Taiwan. Its unique traditional lifestyle coexists with the nature. Currently, through
community construction and tutoring based on related plans, many Ataya
communities are developing towards sustainable ecological communities. Through
guestionnaire, this study investigated the basic profiles of Ataya community residents
and their cognition of ecological community and environmental attitudes, and
discussed their motives in participating in the common affairs of the communities. It
is expected that the analysis of such relationship can be beneficial to government’s
implementation of various plans.

The results indicated that, 80% of the population knew ecological community
from relatives and community. Occupation showed significant differences in the
cognition of ecological community. There is a low correlation between cognition of
ecological community and environmental attitude. The residents showed high identity
for the environment, and places emphasis on cultural heritage, exploitation of
resource, beautification and construction of the environment. They also showed
frequent participation in community common affairs, with significant difference in
their ages and dwelling times. There is a low correlation between cognition of
ecological community and environmental attitude. With good cognition and attitude in
relation to environment and active participation in community affairs, government can
promote related plans in Atayal communities more effectively through help of
community organization and participation of the residents.
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