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The process of urbanization from Wu Ci , Taichung county
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The process of urbanization from Wu Ci , Taichung county

Thesis of Master’s Degree in Architecture, Tunghai University

Jan 2009
Student: Wang, Yi-Bing

Instructor: Luo, Shi-Wei

Abstract

The coastal area of central Taiwan divided by rivers , ranging from Da-chia River to the north , to
Da-du River to the south and Da-du mountain to the east . Before Taichung Harbor was built, Wuchi
Harbor was the second important harbor next to Lukang. In early times, the residents there depended on
the water transportation by inland rivers . During the Japanese colonial period, the railway structure
completely changed the form of transportation. Towns and cities along the railway developed rapidly
while inland economic activities grew as well. Wuchi town was a consolidation center near the harbor.
Business activities and dealings here brought prosperity to the town. Wuchi, a town experienced the
Japanese colonial period and changed to today’s Taichung Harbor over the period of the Republic of
China. The aim of the harbor and the process of urbanization deeply influenced the life style of the
residents and the urban space. This thesis discussed Wuchi which went through the late Ching dynasty

period, Japanese colonial period and the Republic of China period .

The first period is about how Wuchi Harbor was formed. The development over the late Ching
dynasty and the Japanese colonial period were discussed. The late Ching dynasty period included the
background of the immigrants, trade features and etc. Wuchi, during the Japanese colonial period,
witnessed the establishment of the Western railway in 1908, the downtown reform after the huge
earthquake happened in central Taiwan in 1935 and the Shin-Kao Harbor plan never not realized.
Chishui, Wuchi and Shalu areas along the coastline were the main targets for downtown reform plan. It

was the first time since the late Ching dynasty these areas underwent urban space reconstruction.

The second period is the early resuscitation period. In this early stage of the development, there
were about 26 years of empty window period (1946-1971). The birth of Taichung Harbor gradually
took place with the help of America aids and the consultant group from the UN. Meanwhile, the
completion of Daja River Electricity Generating Plan also became a foundation for the industries in

central Taiwan.

The third period is the Taichung Harbor construction (1971-1982) . and the idea of rebuild

Taichung Harbor was forming. This period underwent 15 long years of America aid period



(1951-1965. ) The decision maker’s political thinking and city planner’s ideas not only effected the

development of Taichung Harbor, but also influenced the future direction of the urbanization of Wuchi.

The fourth period discussed the current implementing situation of the special district of Taichung
Harbor in Wuchi. It analyzed the position and current establishment in the process of the urbanization
of Wuchi. It discussed the development of Wuchi’s neighborhood, the change of population and other
related issues. It examined the current implementation of the city plan. Hopefully it will become useful

reference for harbors to be built in cities.

Key words: The Japanese colonial period, the Republic of China period, the coastal area, special

district, Wuchi, Wuchi Harbor, Taichung Harbor, Shin-Kao Harbor
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1995 94,441,821 49,170,212 | 261,654,432
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