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Abstract

Shan Shih-li (1858-1945), she is from Zhejiang Haining, eastern China. In her poetry
collectionShou 21 Shi Poems it contains 349 poems emotionally expressing her entire life, the
poem collection not only described the feelings and emotions since she was a concubine until later
stages of her life, but also witnesses the changes in the transformation of Late Qing Dynasty. Along
with her husband Qian Xun(1854-1927), they have travelled across Europe, Asia and Africa. By
reading her poems, we could understand the inner heart of Latter-day women in China. This thesis
mainly focuses on Shou Zi Shi Poems, excluding it s Chapter One: Introductions, Chapter two:
Biography and Chapter Six: Conclusion, the thesis compromises three main parts.

First of all, through the early stage of her life as a concubine, her poems predominately
expresses the emotional diversification of concubines. Additionally, by organizing her selection of
themes in these poems, it mainly evolves around the transition of seasons in natural landscapes and
vegetation, insects, fish animals and others as the subject matter of analysis and exploration.

Furthermore, since she accompanied with her husband who was a Diplomat travelling
Japan, Russia, Netherland, Singapore, etc. Shan recorded her emotions as the environment of the
exploration changes and display the writting skills of how Latter-day women in China describes
exotic landscapes and culture shock'in her Travelogue.

Ultimately, the thesis then focuses on Shan’ s works at her later life. During this period of
time, interactions with her family and the disputes in the country were her main attention, which
portrays Shan” s care for life and lament with sigh the issues happening in her later life. Moreover,
descriptions of the findings in her daily life, such as beer and camera are part of the analysis.

Shou Zi Shi Poems, is the reflection of Shan’ s entire life journey, but it also vividly reveals
Shan” s detailed observation of her-howntown and people. From the examples of her collection
evolving upon nature, landscapes and daily-life, this thesis analysis depicts the unique life charms
of China’ s Later-life women.

Key Words : Shan Shi-Li ~ Shou 21 Shi Poems ~ Female ~ Late Qing dynasty * Early Republic -
Poem
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