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A study of Empowerment of people living with HIV in Taiwan:
The case of HIV Positive Alliance

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the process of the Empowerment
developed in the HIV Positive Alliance. | use the Reflective Practice Narratives
theory to examine how the HIV Positive Alliance contends with Taiwan’s policy of
covering HIV medical expenses and also addresses the stigma and discrimination
against people living with HIV.

The objectives of this research are: (1) to explore and examine the HIV Positive
Alliance and the process of the empowerment of those active members. (2) to
understand the participating members’ experiences and opinions of the process of the
empowerment. (3) to evaluate how the process of empowerment is reflected in the
social work professions.

In this study, we reflect the process of our action and try to understand the
meaning of our action. Also, we try to review the actions of the development of HIV
Positive Alliance. Eight participating members were interviewed and encouraged to
share their experiences of the process of empowerment.

The integration of this study with other references and literature will contribute
to the knowledge pertinent to social work profession. The conclusions reached
determine that empowerment is to form a culture of respect among the subjects, to
understand the meaning and value of disclosure of HIV status and to expand the
involvement of people living with HIV into community.

Keywords: HIV/AIDS, Empowerment, Positives, People living with HIV/AIDS,
disclosure, Reflective Practice Narratives
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