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Cultural Modernization and University Governance :

Intellectuals’ discourse on University Since the late Qing Dynasty
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Abstract

Since the late Qing Dynasty, the narrative of Chinese university has often been
mimicking or tracing the origins of modern Western university from which to shape
the contemporary intellectuals’ academic imagination and the framework of historical
awareness. To challenge the one-dimensional imagination, | follow closely the
traditional way of Chinese academic discussions and intentionally select the
intellectual whose discourse is of disobeyed and resistant characteristic and is inclined
to anti-modernity. Through the analysis on the intellectuals’ discourse in different
historical periods, this dissertation outlines some different and alternative
imaginations of both university and man of humanity, transformed directly from
Chinese cultural tradition and Confucian classics.
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