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Abstract

Beitou is renewed after Hot Spring Museum was founded in 1997, the protection
of local cultural heritage and the development of touristic industry are the two main
elements of Beitou’s reconstruction. Because of these two elements, Beitou's
reconstruction produces two images: the ecological park of life and environment, as
well as the culture of touristic industry of hot spring, which also bring the local
identity, turning the residents’ negative attitude from denying the red-light district to
acknowledge their own local environment. The main of this research is the relation

between Beitou’s new image and local identity of its residents.

This research plans to see the relation between Beitou’s development and its
local actors who can be divided into four categories after Beitou's reconstruction
dated from 1997: (1) government; (2) the development of local cultural associations ;
(3) local residents and (4) financial group or foundation. The four important events
during the local reconstruction are as follow : (1) the Hot Springs Museum was rebuilt
in 1997; (2) the festival of hot spring season was created in 2001; (3) the opposition
to the project of building the Beitou cable car in 1989 and (4) the new Beitou station
was returned in 2014. Because of the different identities, the actors have different
positions; but their common target is to promote the advancement of Beitou’s local

development, and to make it the most characteristic area in Taipei.

As to the question of residents’ identity, the relation of local identity and image
of Beitou of “the residents of Beitou” is going to be studied. The result of this

research shows that Beitou's local reconstruction has made increase of local identity



of its residents, and also allow more and more people to care about their own
environment, and willing to participate in local development. Although the meaning
of “Beitou Jen ” (Betou’s residents ,1Lf5% A) is in a territorial sense in this study, the
questions of the residents’ recognition and their sense of honor to Beitou will also be

dealt with in this research.

Key Words: Beitou’s resident, local reconstruction, Image, local Identity.
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