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Abstract
Archaeological sites, both prehistoric and historical, are of paramount importance to
cultural capital and heritage. Their oecumenical values are retained only by respecting the
diverse cultural origins, understanding the dynamics of their context, and implementing
proper procedures for conservation and exhibition. This thesis discusses different methods of
archaeological site conservation and exhibition, focusing on on-site conservation, through a
widened perspective integrating interdisciplinary knowledge.

This thesis covers five prehistoric archaeological sites in Taiwan, four prehistoric sites
and three historic sites in China. With authenticity and integrity in mind, this thesis examines
the architectural environment of facilities, such as museums and parks, dedicated to
archaeological site conservation and exhibition in both Taiwan and China. The research
methodology includes: 1) site visits 2) data collection and research, and 3) comparative case
study. The thesis proceeds to discuss and evaluate existing methods of conservation,
conservation practices in Taiwan, and propose suitable methods for the future.

Research reveals that 1) an archaeological site should be conserved and managed along
with its sociocultural context 2) relics transferred off-site into museums for preservation and
exhibition prove harder to convey authenticity and integrity, and 3) Chinese efforts in on-site
conservation began taking root after the Xi’an Banpo Museum was established in 1958.

Meanwhile, there are few archaeological site museums of the same size and scope in
Taiwan. Due to a relatively small territory and population, along with land development and
economic considerations, new museums are often established to house relics that had been
moved out of excavation sites. Peinan Cultural Park, where the exhibition facility was
designed to incorporate the excavation site and its indigenous context, is an exception.

In conclusion, this thesis recommends development of archaeological sites into open
public spaces with accordance to world heritage standards of authenticity and integrity, with
respect to cultural origins and diverse site characteristics, and with intent to integrate the site
into its present context. Through international and interdisciplinary collaborations,
appropriate conservation procedures can be ensured to prevent damages to the excavation
while simultaneously encouraging community participation in the sustainable development of
a shared archaeological heritage.

Keywords : Archaeological sites, On-site conservation, Archaeological site museums,
Archaeological parks, Authenticity and integrity
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