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Abstract

Recently, researchers who study whether in international relations, regional
integrations, Cross Strait relations, or comparative politics will never neglect the
China factor, because it shows a fact that the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
has been rising. In other words, after the Cold War, the theory constructing of
international politics, the narrating of China rising, the changing foreign policy of
PRC, and the position constructing of PRC become the main trends in area of
international relations studying while into the 21th century. According the fact
and trend, this dissertation includes the following three research motivations of
China factors: 1. the power transition of great powers rising, 2. the question of
PRC replacing USA, and 3. the development and change of Cross Strait relations.

By using the framework of neoclassical realism, this dissertation tries to
answer the following three questions: 1. Regarding the China rising, what are
reasons for the rise of China? 2. Considering the foreign policy of PRC, what are
external reasons for PRC making different foreign policies? 3. In order to further
understand Cross Strait relations, what are real reasons for the changing Cross
Strait relations?

Finally, the research findings and contributions of this dissertation include
the following items: 1. Integrating the concepts and variables, we provide a
comprehensive and interactive theory type to analyze PRC’s economic and trade
policy to Taiwan. 2. Because the PRC’s political elite class is progressive, Hu
Jintao’s leadership class will be more professional. 3. Regarding the PRC’s
foreign policy in different region, the key elements of PRC’s development are
economics and trades and instead of Russia, PRC become a primary challenger to
USA in the world after the Soviet Union collapse. 4. Regarding Cross Strait
relations, politics and economics are inter-subjective. Although the trend of Cross
Strait relations would promote economic and trade development, the PRC’s
purposes are political unification through economic tactics. 5. Regarding Hu
Jintao’s economic and trade policies to Taiwan, the outcome of the policies are
advantaged and non-advantaged, instead of disadvantageous or harmful.

Keywords: China rising, neoclassical realism, Cross Strait relations, economic
and trade policy, Hu Jintao’s period
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