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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis aims to explore the subconscious elements of “divinatory
prescription” carried out by the act of “Chou-chien” (drawing a divine bamboo stick

in atempleliterally) or through the Dangki’s healing ritual ( a mode of shamanism ).

By adopting the theory of “Culture and Personality” and use Levi-Strauss's “The
Elementary Sructures of Kinship” as my researching model, | examine the
subconscious elements within the healing processes which provides the healer and
patients both share the same cosmological beliefs and the cognitive ideology, such as
ancestral worship and geomancy, and postulate that the power of ritual healing may
originate from the function of “authority” (this “authority” can be seen “apriori”), and
interpreted as one of the characteristics of Chinese patriarchal system.

In conclusion, the subconscious element of divinatory prescription is founded on
the principle of authority which not only stands for an empowerment to the divinities
through psychics as a medium healing the believers, but also effectively transfers this
sense of authority into the modern medical institutions and into the doctors
prescription. Under this situation, the rationalism of Western medical science
challenges the ritual of divinatory prescription; meanwhile, gradually excludes this
folk beliefs from the field of Western medical bureaucracy.
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