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The Translation of Mei-Shu and Cultural Politics:

The Late Qing Topics (1897-1910’s)

Abstract

This thesis deals with the knowledge formation on the loanword Mei-shu % j#= from
1897 to 1910’s during the late Qing and early Republican periods. By referring to the
Culture Translation theory, it explores topics like transition of Mei-shu as a concept,

negotiation of Mei-shu as a signifier, power structure and intelligence legality. Meanwhile,
this research starts from the literature review of Yi-shu #: = in classical Chinese language.
By examining the problem of Dao/ Yi i / 4 order in the previous episteme, it suggests
from Chinese concept of Yi-shu to perceive Mei-shu as a translated idea.

In the revolutionary situation of late Qing period, nonetheless speaking, Mei-shu can
only receive its legality by practically functioning as certain pathological therapy to be
absorbed into politics. Therefore, it becomes a discourse field of power. Among the
culture politics issues in many forms of propaganda, there remains an obscure relation among
these three, Fu-giang % 5# (Prosperity), Xin-Min #7 % (Renovate the People), and Guo-cui
R # (National Essence). First, in the discourse of Fu-giang, Mei-shu is taken as a
technique or craft which is therefore brought into “Industry Saving the Nation-State” policy,
and refers to certain educational guidebook. Second, “disinterest” that is imported by the
loanword Mei-shu in the European context from classical aesthetics, circumstances the idea
of Xin-Min. In a word, it is suggested that the “Renovate the People” in the new era may
rather interfere into a disinterested, non-purposed modern activity than utilitarian old custom.
At last, the idea of Guo-cui symbolizes the nation-state by the accessible heritage into a
whole new “Chinese National Fine Arts” vision, by which this thesis concludes, and at the
same time it also supports certain debates, critique and evolutional discourses during the late

Qing and early Republican eras on recent Chinese paintings.

Keywords: Mei-shu, Yi-shu, cultural translation, cultural politics, Fu-giang, Xin-Min,
Guo-cui, Chinese National Fine Arts
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