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Abstract

In this study | observed the Egrets and Herons which breed at the Chung-Gang
Interchange in Taichung city from June 2005 to September 2006. | investigated
the foraging distance and the utilization of habitat around the heronry of the Egrets
and Herons. The estimation of the population size of the three Egrets was
between 1,500 to 2,000 in 2006 and the mgjority was Little Egret, the Cattle Egret
was second, and Black-crowned Night Heron was fewer in the mixed population.

In the 14 census sites, | recorded the foraging distance, according to the distance from
the heronry.  The results showed the 86% of the foraging population dispersal in
the radius of 4 Kmfrom the breeding site. There were only fewer foraging
population observed (14%) from 4 to 7 Km.  Meanwhile, | found the most of
73% of population of the Little Egrets and 89% of Night Heronforaged in the open
water, on the other hand the 80% population of the Cattle Egrets were observed in the
grasslands and farms. Because of the developments and constructions around
Fa-Tse Creek in resent years, the old heronies near the creek were disappeared and
moved to the present site at the Chung-Gang I nterchange. If we want to maintain
the present heronry, the disturbances to the heronry should be decrease, and need to
keep the feeding areas in the radius of 4 km from the heronry at the same time.

Key words Little Egret, Black Crowned Night-Heron, Cattle Egret, Foraging distance,
Fa Tse Creek, Heronry
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