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Extracting Historical Dialogue Through Spatial Narrative and Sectional Interchange

Taipei City Museum
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Extracting Historical Dialogue Through Spatial Narrative and Sectional Interchange
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Abstract

Taipei City Government Department of
Culture Affairs spares no pains to make the
traditional and cultural assets blossom in modern
life. In order to preserve and reutilize cultural
assets and traditional arts, the plan of Taipei City
Museum was made on the 120th anniversary of
the foundation of Taipei City. Pushing them into
modern life and connecting with human
civilization are the ways to form an overall image
of Taipei and make the visitors able to
understand Taipei's past,present and future.

The Ximen(west gate)area of old Taipei City
is the best site for the thesis design according to
the proposal by Taipei City Government
Department of Culture Affairs. The thesis aims to
investigate how to spread the programs of Taipei
City Museum onto/into the site with a spatial
narrative and time based sectional interchanges.
The historical dialogue will be extracted while
spatial narrative of going into and out of the city
superimposing the contemporary city.

The interface of going into and out of city is
defined and perceived by the transferring of the
series of spatial narrative. After confirming that the
path through Changsha St. -Hanzhong St. -
Hengyang Rd. is the main path to go into city, the
thesis analyzes and sets up a spatial narrative
utilizing reconstructed historic, in association with
the original route in the Ching Dynasty and
Japanese colonial path, Subsequently superimpose
the diagrams of the different periods, and insert
the sectional interchanges where the space has
been altered through out the yeas. When the
vistors change the height of their sights, they will
experience the spatial sequences and the virtual
historical platforms,

Keywords
spacial narrative ~ sectional interchange - historical
dialogue
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Tradition Blossoms in Modern Life

Preservation and reutilization of cultural assets

Taipei City was founded and developed against a special
historical backdrop. Influenced by the colonization of the
Spanish, Dutch and Japanese, the city boasts a diversity
of place names, streets, buildings and cityscapes, whose
cultural significance reflects the pioneering spirit and
wisdom of the original settlers. The Department of Cultural
Affairs is proud to promote cultural asset preservation, to
maintain the collective memory of Taipei.

Preservation and promotion of traditional art

The Department of Cultural Affairs has a longstanding
commitment to supporting the preservation of traditional
art. Insisting on the principle that culture must be part of
daily life, we advocate the inclusion of traditional art in
contemporary living, and exploring its continuing
significance for people today, to breathe new life into
Taiwan's artistic tradition.

Chinese Character Cultural Festival

Chinese characters are a fundamentally unique form of
writing. Monosyllabic, structurally independent and
esthetically designed to fill out all quadrants of a square
space, their shapes are a combination of pictographic
representations and phonetic signifiers. Chinese
characters, moreover, are a vehicle of culture and history,
and the inspiration for the Chinese arts of calligraphy and
etching. The many seminars and exhibitions of the
Chinese Character Cultural Festival help the people of
Taipei to reexperience the beauty of meaning and form
that Chinese characters possess.

Taipei City Museum

In 2004 the preparatory office of the Taipei City Museum
established a basic data research and storage system,
allowing for future research on exhibition themes and
content, operational management directives and
strategies, and laying in place the foundation for the
museum's future establishment and administration. The
international vision of the Taipei City Museum will present
the rise and development of human civilization in greater
Taipei (the Danshui River basin) against the backdrop of
world history, displaying the lives of the common people,
the rich and diverse memories of the city, and its dreams
for future development. The museum's work in research,
collection, exhibition and education regarding the history,
culture and urban issues of Taipei will form an overall
image of Taipei's culture and history, while preserving its
cultural assets, both tangible and intangible. Helping city
residents and international guests alike to understand

Taipei, we hope to stimulate visitors to listen and look with
their hearts and their minds, to comprehend Taipei's
position in the past, the present and the future, and to
appreciate the environment and forces that shape it.

Public trusts (promoting historical sites and culture)

According to the current Cultural Assets Preservation Act,
the restoration of historical sites should achieve the
preservation of their original physical appearance and
cultural import. Therefore, for both government bureaus
and private owners, maintaining historical sites is a great
responsibility. To raise necessary funds for restoration and
management of historically significant properties, the
Department of Cultural Affairs has actively adopted a
comprehensive public trust management system, to bring
together the resources of society to promote the
preservation of historical sites, as well as their
maintenance and reutilization, and use this process as a
channel for encouraging the public to participate in public
affairs related to culture.

From: Http://english.taipei.gov.tw/culture/index.jsp?categi
d=667&recordid=2094
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