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A Compar ative Study between
M .Heidegger’'sand Lao Tzu’s Conceptsof Beauty

Existentialism has developed and become popular since post World
Warl . There have been alot of excellent studies and professional
essays presented by many scholars.

Many Wester n resear cher s have found that Heildegger was a great
thinker with an Eastern style of thinking  which can be stated as
follows

Way and weighing
Sileand saying
On asingle way are found.
Go bear without halt
Question and default

On your single pathway bound. M.Heidegger Poetry
Language Thought,trans. by Albert Hofstadter, N.Y Harper and Row.
Weg und wage
Seg und sage
Finden sich in einen gang
Geh und trage
Fehl und frage

Deinen einen pfad entlang M.Heidegger Ausder Erfahrung

des denkens Pfullingen Neske 1954 1947

The ancient Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu said:
If Tao can be Taoed It’snot Tao
If itsname can benamed It’snot name
Hasnoname precedesheaven and earth
Hasaname mother of ten thousand things
trans. by Herryman Maurei.Princetons New Jersey 1982
Theway Being to Heidegger what Tao to Lao Tzu. Both men were
the highest and the most mysteriousthinkersin theworld. The



systematic thinking of Heidegger and Lao Tzu reveal fundamental of
Ontology. The most significant difference between themisthat it ishard
to find any subject in Taoism to construct the theory of aesthetics. On
thecontrary  we can find much important data about concepts of
beauty in alot of bookswritten by Heidegger. It doesn’t matter how
they define beauty and art in their theories. Being isthe purest origin of
all realities. Therefore theessence of truth and art are discovered by
the concept of being . Thisresearch isconstructed from their previous
achievements. This study attemptsto give a sympathetic under standing
to both Heidegger and Lao Tzu and to create a dialogue between them.

Gadamer hassaid

What is stated in thetext must be detached from all contingent

factorsand grasped in itsfull ideality in which aloneit has
validity...... What he understandsis always morethan alien meaning it
isalways possible truth. Truth and Method Hans George
Gadamer P356

Another of thisstudy isto expressthe essence of the concept of
art includingitstruth  andtheorigin of art . Asweknow artisthe
best representation of human life and isthe most ideal state of goodness

and beauty Even God likesto listen the Brahm's symphonies) . Artin

one society can be compared with art in another society. The
comparison isinevitably a dialogue about the differencesin thinking
between the East and theWest . Through art we can directly build a
bridge of communication between different conceptsin the West and
the East. Then we can comprehend the ancient and modern
philosophies.
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Key Whotaoisihh Ontology Existentialism Tao School beauty

Aesthetics Art M.Heidegger Laozu

"Wir kommen fur die Gotter zu spat und zu fruh das Seyn. Dessen
angefangenes Gedicht ist der Mensch. ; M.Heidegger Ausder Erfahrung des

denkens Pfullingen Neske 1954 AE

"We are too late for the gods™\and too early for Being\Being’s poem
Njust begun\is man | (Poetry * Language ~ Thought Trans.Albert

Hofstadter Haper&Row ’F'}:Ii SIS 745 P4 TN PLT)
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3 Communication and the Evolution of Socity Jurgen Habermas Tras. Thomas
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J
-Boris Pasterak, “HER”

"1 am on the same ancient through fare
That I was on that summer, on that day and hour |
-Boris Pasterak, “Explanation”

1935 & - Y& EEASE o~ [ £ Y 20 E"ﬁf“” (An Introduction to
Metaphysics )pJ@ *g ?ﬁu& ERET JI&J‘—E’?EF[ [/F\ > PR jﬁ GIEER-L
o W S  Shi {P IFi o RrEpE W&ﬁ“ el
HHp= g
rﬁ'}ﬁ"éﬁ_[@wﬁ BRI S JEST T PURIRE S TR o T P
ZH A ZE SR (B e ﬁﬁl JYHFU (The origin of work of Art)
% ST i OVEFE R E FT]‘F i [FIF (1935) T Refy o YR SR gE AT ¢ F’ﬁ'fi'
E‘@%E"Ji W) (Holderlin 3120’ z‘]Je Essence of Poetry~ Holderlin und
das Wesen der Dichtung) > #%| l%\i_l?’*}ﬁ(;ﬁ)i Wy (1= [fl“JLE v
Y (On the Way to Language) » 5 5 ?75/‘ 1950 & (py <<7F7[‘Fr
(Holzweg) » LFLi_T”E[ (Eb I AR E J S NS ”3;/
f Rl AR oA iR *ﬁkﬂ‘ AT E, ‘?“J PEE 5 A PRERE ‘{J’Jﬁ’?
@E’ YAl A f T FJ?EEIFUF'J@F 'f:[%f* (B> o uf[r[ﬂl‘%ww’ [ ebasi=
i Ft} e N [/7 EALiF
fglw;};, P HRTREIOR LY [ F 5 L ﬂl—
Vo5 RFRL 3 B B A R R IE
pJE s e E Elﬁipj&imiﬁlj EPL [y ﬂﬁéj\ » — H— H
r%&ﬁ\ Ay PO RELES

! The Orgin

of Wor kK Baf PARrit

* The Origin ofPWOO K of Art BW

*Letter On Humanism B W P222 Thinking gathers language into

simple saying. In this way language is the language of Being asthecloudsof t he sky.
With its saying thinking | ayhs®yi maensgiiddoun
inconspicuous than the fursowhrohgh the fa
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Iﬁfﬁ%@ ( The Question Concerning Tec]mo]ogy) = Ll i '?E
T RS Wﬁ}ﬁé%}vﬁ (Ge-stell ~ Emframing)’ T»)#HI“HFU
W RIE VESHRR™ ~ [ iRl ~ & o 18 o B R BREL
ey JJ@_JEIF _ffblﬁ}%ﬁfl"mﬁfﬁjﬁl S o
bl _fjpl » VA K- E[ @J%ﬁél—%{[fjﬁ{%{&ﬂ@S ﬂ %:Ill’i'ja—j-ﬁ/ P2t
E'gﬁz\:“%lfm"r@%@?ﬁ% > (IR SEE P T (ECRLRUEEL - [RIFRY kL PSR
—i¥F(Sein) » YN EL > &V EELA %E"ifﬁglﬁ,ﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁ =X ﬂﬁ’ﬁi
E—E!‘nfja*, ﬁ‘jt‘FI FUIEIEILJ:'}EI]\H:P l:— ) _)Pf\._ jp(f& o E 7 H F[LJH—Q—— FE EP’
(e E’Eu} HI = EJ(Be1ng)F§zﬁJtrﬁL?J%T %D%“(Dls cord) °
STRLE R H@F STV A > S E T (being )BT R E 0

F'I E (aufstellen »set up)F (i VHI ’ lﬂﬁkﬁi_ﬁﬂ g"%ﬁhf IpE ] o

RUEEL ~ bl R RUREL > STRL- 78 T ) (R~ ) > fUE 7 R
IO E g - iy[r'ﬁjzﬂ‘“‘kflt“ TEERRL ) rﬁlqéﬁ’i*’jE'JJ
TR AR RLECE s [IpRLRUE A S PRLT (aletheia) o I KT
ﬂE AR AR E

O A 5 AR AR - R
Ve B (OB PR R L R o T4 IRIERLE

pRIgF= s O SR R L R P F U5 7 T (being) VAR o RUAE
j\a:zﬂpg%% ~ Hrg et F/H = jﬁ.\_é}’é F [/ /\ N E[iﬁnfﬁ—ﬁﬁ FIJW‘I 0

OQur aim in the foll owi ngontcreerantiinsge tihse tnoe awn
Bei.ngOur provisional aim is Itehehaornitzeonp rfecrat
understanding .whBg7r®@8ver of Being

*The Man and |Tthied Thipnkar p171

‘'The Origin BW WoRBK of Art
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to genus and species The universality ofBeing transcendens
any universality of genus. In medieval ontology Being is
designatedasa transcendens .Aristotle himself knew the unity
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(W "‘Fﬂf—f “: (beings)fH N E]” (Belng)”vr%%t‘?(transcendence)
LN NS E (Be1ng)’?‘/trw rii%(bemgs) SRy T S
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On the foundation of Pl aitmenicommroalgédins iAvel
apprehended s uhasltlaynchee amné cipeted fof t het aed
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ﬂ:j‘;;‘“Ei'—ifi'?f‘f‘ %EFU klﬁ'JF s H %ﬁ]}‘_f.:EZ—J %,,EN rlﬁj N FE'EE IR FEI
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FIRE SRRV » SR s AV F R

° Ereignis p6

° Ereignis (Zeit undZ®&ein ere
Sache desTuwemikregzen Ni emeyer , 1976 P23
For those who ar é fpahmilloisaorp gwi t hi tHe isd engogte rd
that there Iis a corprcpuwmidadndatneteweant hao

sense andpdiogsiss Ereignis (physis.).in the He
Hei degger and ChCmeaers eWiPhg -/ Olseowpkiy
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( Nothing and Non-

PEpERal] %) ) (Being) (BELFILN b fﬁ'?ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ‘ (B T
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Feo o YRR T PUEE o R L RS G Y Sl
AL ,j:HI[—yI % H PR R T o [qui;zjl}, .
Ry = T*Fjﬁi:\%ﬁﬁﬁﬁi E‘[quiffﬂﬂlﬁ %'ﬁ I B9 T 5 885s
ISR dy A —ﬁ\JH‘{i I e L RESEYE Ry
I*HIF%:U‘GFW J R S AT ;t\iE,T g H\gpy ] (Sein) » Bipd
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JJ}HJE[EI Ep TET (T (ontic)[f5% | B4 (beings ~ selend)ﬁllz[_}
Ao PV EL T 5T ) (ontological difference)fy "V EL(T
(Das Nichten des Nichts) ° lﬁﬁg EVE ) TRD J,JQEI“‘?’!E!FJ}%&%
i“??ﬂ@“['«[‘ﬁ'flﬁﬁg o

A R Hﬁ HU:@@F@ SV RMESR S (B PR E U P ZERL IR 55
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Eial e ?ﬁl%[éigaf’%rlﬁll T SRR ST iﬂ“ﬁi
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FIF pu’ﬁgp(ﬁlﬁﬁ%ﬁl fHEIZT 28] LHITUJ S IS T RLE [ﬂj

J°
PRS- Fiflte PASREEEIVRAE (anxiety) iR
l'é?f r”' o (Nothlng  Nichts)fve) :
rfi:f% 2o [ R PR R PV W IIRE TRe pl»  (being)
it — P8 T 93‘*7 i_fﬁﬁi (B SRS o SRR R PR T 2
HOPE LV VR R PR Daseln Y E S ELL R -
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R o LSRR TR (RS RS ) AVAAS kL Dasein fiv
ﬁfiﬁf’#’f\_Dase in 7t %JFFH Dasem f Rl FUE Dasein TRl
?J B[y (NI ® ﬁau (Ontology) ElfJFFﬁEE: y — FIEW"‘E[H}%_PAH#%T} NENE
e (0nt1c)i%kFHEJ R R i_Dasem mﬁ%ﬁ%%— ST N
AR
YR R TR Blﬁé’g%ﬁ R TR il
HEg i Y "HJFF,O& ;
TR * Il AL T SR - R ?ihﬂﬁ“jt
QZF;HTHIIES«W G ,FIJFFI_R R
o Y Fpmgg, 7Ll rmc[’« I/;,HJ,7 £, e
S EREY DR AR R I%EIJ%TEL“EWL L “;T\EE” ’ “;f\
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ﬁu:EZ—J FNA rilﬁ%f;ﬁi/ RO i D\ »ERLE]
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l\(othlngﬁ )EJE\ ” & T f[ﬂiﬁ”“‘J ; Ejiﬁfp Ik Fi[p
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"
g

°  In the clear night of the nothing of anxiety the original openness of beings as such

arises that they are beings — and not nothing. But this and not nothing we add in our
talk is not some kind of appended clarification........ The essence of the originally
nihilating nothing lies in this  that it brings Dasein for the first time before beings as
such What is Metaphysics BWpl105
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R A R R (R R R AT [

54 4 2001 7
2 85 p454

134

pa422
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met hod just as much as doesnowrr aowuace PKA S[s ad
[ Durchang]through what evdeera iosf pgreavsapiemg | ayn
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» (i 79’ [PERL?Y Fpflg (- f /\T@TE'@FUW IRE) > rﬁ?]ﬁj
(Ontology) F}H@ﬁfﬂ Contic) " » Fi%] Y ELfE IS,

”[’ﬂ%FﬂE'ﬁ@itFUFIEP'"‘ P FE LA f’[J%“@‘?J? it
B I TR A E,mEJFEEE T %
AL S G f B LS
YAl AR TR JHA?EUFU R il jgkrﬁ >l R
SRl E }guwpﬂr‘ii f’ﬁjm;gtl = FT;fi-I/ﬂr y(aletheia)fv " & %) 45
<<T‘;v*EJ§?E3]’FEJ>> ElfﬁF"[EJ YA TR (IR F'ﬁ I HLF' s Hygy o
i?ﬁ“ LA R SRR B A FJE'E
PR SR B ST (being) PR
SR (aware) FEL[F ... . . |
DS IPTRL IS MR JEﬁF'E” F== H%'EF” [l RLE T (being)
4“?&“'\ [H FUE TR o ({Fj:t 3)
B EERRD - H bR g g = i
EL'ET :
a. ~UNERELE?
(How 1s 1t at all possible for man to understand Being?)
b. [UZRIEESE R (A ik 2
(From what horizon does he understand Being?)
c. HEIVEERLL?
(What does Being means?
S TR R - R SR T RGBT
( "Was heist Sein? ;~"What is called Being? ) > +ﬁg14€pjr—[ Ty
2 ERL- @“E‘WFE‘F[‘/ H’ ?’if? Ny o
DT RLA NETEN IRV S v P‘Jﬁlﬁﬁ(sein, to be)"-.LFL”‘*Ef'%JE?]’EIU
“E% TR (seiend) U‘FIE‘FE:’[E]T?L#_" \\ﬁﬁEJ” (Sein) JJDJ\JEM} ’}WFEJFKJ
Z%ﬂ—ﬁé'ﬂ- £ ?{(selend)ﬁi_“ RN Y0 be ~ VALY [EELE) £ FpY
being-*
i&[Fﬁﬂ’ H- FEA 55 R **'ﬂ%?{ﬁbf R E R
T i_JI/ l—pﬂfﬂj’ﬁ ) ;'“‘ 7[:?311” R
e [ e S T R A T S
PR S S A R B e TR e

2BT P21
3BT P48s8

$BT P488
This question has today been forgotten although our time considers itself

progressive in again affirming  metaphysics ... That ontology in turn can only be
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&R EL A (fundamental ) ~ 7% (deepest) ~ P (widest)fy— [
HIRE ~ 7 7| (Being JRL7x 5 (beings U F BT - 2 7 e B sl
2 o RS RS G

Mt iﬁ%[ﬁﬁjﬁﬁjﬁ% ...... T }E.\_T F' —L_;F&‘F[J , ﬁljlﬁ jj\ H 4_;;;,
i_?’FPE”ﬂ*i_ﬁ:s‘zﬁ, FU TohdlE > - PR P S P S E RLE T
IS

By “E JAVIA RS T R Telftes - Sphene e Vny > AR ]
(temporality) » & | AR R %%ﬁr&:\?ﬁa

"Dasein i T - Yﬁ‘ﬁﬁ‘j’*” aifE b = B RS AR o e N
(ecstasis ~ Ekstase)’

2. YT EORLY i T AR P R )
A= ‘T‘Ifli_ [ZEZ?, (Why there is something rather than
Nothmg‘? )riﬁ‘iﬁﬁll o YA R AR T F” e
¥ EJi_H— rj(bemgs)ﬁj]éiﬁlﬂlgiﬁ?“’ TQ“E (§- Fiﬁ'ﬂ‘ FEIG 57
(EIH 1= I:EEII-'I JJ)
= ﬁ’ﬁ?? SELRLIT T iR PR E'Hﬁt%%@&
Vi B o E R AT L \\ﬂﬁfg_” (thatness)® “RL{t /" (WEatness)
e (reality)~ »= g% (being at hand of things) - 3%
(validity) ®& % (existence) & E[afhl “7 ¥} (there is)
FT;-? — = PRILE ~ %Ef?}%‘l_[/ﬁ—r‘i H\F'Ifq_w- r;ﬁﬁl\liﬁﬁﬂjigﬂ |J.F[K/’JI/
FE}EHI ) [‘f’ﬁiﬁ/ 22 JI/ SR LS E ﬁlhﬁlq,[ | W ST ,:[:Lﬁ—rr%m )

interpreted adequately under the guidance of the question of Being which has been
clarified and answered beforechand ~ BW P42

* First it has been mainteonedpt hmhas Beeagyg
mai ntain secondly that thescadrdagtedoff rBeni n:
supreme uBevegsaanngt i ndeed Boeeli ncgo nicse iovfe da l:

concepts the oneBTfPa2-23 self-evident

° (standing outside)

(removal ) (di spl acement) (dsetgagteers o f
ecstasi s (existence)

The existential -ont’el bgtaebditgonstgtounded

Hence the ecstatical projycsomen mrfi Ben diga Im

which ecstatical Bé&mMBa@®Oal ity temporalizes.
Insofar as Being constitutes what is asked about ,and insofar as Being means the

Being of beings... Being is found in thatness and whatness reality  the being

at hand of things  subsistence validity existence, and in the there is BW P47
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(] 25 MRl = VLE‘F*H (B3 ey EJF”*TP“?]’H' M p ) AR
AR R AR HRRERSHG  1
Wﬁﬁf RGeS RLAE Tap s T ey s AN () s fiful
fY s PR %14 Fél TR ST A F‘E[J?" TR TR (non—
being) - ¥ AT H ﬁlﬁﬂi B TG U o [ IR A
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[t FI1 o e gL prsgdes & S > —“ﬁ%ﬂm i Y SR '?ﬁﬂl
B PO il A o
EILth'EU‘iF[I s ASHTE T fHBT [ F[:’Vﬁi” Pfilfll“\ﬁﬁ_—%ﬁﬂllfl JiE
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° But Being—at | east one kiensds odf boen tnogl—ohgays
met aphysics. What i s met aphbyesiincgsMeanadp hy si c:
forgetfulness of Being andet NadWtheans negl

Man questions his own Being and that of other things in the world .He is always
— in no matter how vague a way— aware of his being in the world. Heidegger called
the Being of this questioner who already has some understanding of Being in general
existence or Dasein Being and Time is the analysis of Dasein  human existence

within the framework of the question of the meaning of Being in general (BWP19)
10

Thinking as such is boundvemtt hBeiamdy emds o
been dispatched to thinkinBut Beesgi ng ias i
hi storical. l'ts history nhgasofaltrhgldndRy6e&o me t
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3’53f%l$ﬁ7i mﬂ’ﬁﬁ”ﬁuﬁj’ FE PP FEEL A ) (Six Basic
Developments in the History of Aesthetics) (1936)f[ 1R S 5°
sl L ] (Togic) ™ ﬁ%' (ethics)JezpliE » (EITIE i
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