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The Effects of Social Capital on the Entrance
Opportunity, Types, and Channels of Public Senior High
School

Abstract

The multi-phase high school entrance program has been severely criticized,
especially in the equity of educational opportunity. People think that students with
better family backgrounds will be beneficial because of their social capital. The
purpose of this study is to examine the effects of social capital on the opportunity and
choices when junior high school students make decision to enter senior high schools.
The data I am using are collected by the 2001 surveys of Taiwan’s Education Panel
Survey on senior high school students and their parents. The empirical results indicate
that junior high school students with better family backgrounds actually have the
advantage on the opportunity and choices of entering public senior high school from
the support of social capital within and outside their families. By way of participating
children’s learning and school affairs, parents with higher socioeconomic status can
provide more social resources for their children on the selection process and the
opportunity of entering public senior high schools. In the future, how to minimize the
inequality of educational opportunity derived from family backgrounds difference

should be paid more attention.

Key words : multi-phase high school entrance program, social capital,
educational opportunity
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