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RULE XX

Voting and Quorum Calls

1. (2) The House shall divide after the Speaker has put a question to a vote by voice as provided in clause 6 of rule I
if the Speaker is in doubt or division 1s demanded. Those in favor of the question shall first rise from their seats to be
counted, and then those opposed.(b) If a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner requests a recorded vote, and
that request 1s supported by at least one-fifth of a quorum, the vote shall be taken by electronic device unless the
Speaker invokes another procedure for recording votes provided in this rule. A recorded vote taken in the House
under this paragraph shall be considered a vote by the yeas and nays.(c) In case of a tie vote, a question shall be lost.
2. (a) Unless the Speaker directs otherwise, the Clerk shall conduct a record vote or quorum call by electronic device.
In such a case the Clerk shall enter on the Journal and publish in the Congressional Record, in alphabetical order in
each category, the names of Members recorded as voting in the affirmative, the names of Members recorded as
voting in the negative, and the names of Members answering present as if they had been called in the manner
provided in clause 3. Except as otherwise permitted under clause 8 or 9 of this rule or under clause 6 of rule XVIII,
the minimum time for a record vote or quorum call by electronic device shall be 15 minutes.(b) When the electronic
voting system is inoperable or 18 not used, the Speaker or Chairman may direct the Clerk to conduct a record vote or
quorum call as provided in clause 3 or 4.

3. The Speaker may direct the Clerk to conduct a record vote or quorum call by call of the roll. In such a case the
Clerk shall call the names of Members, alphabetically by surname. When two or more have the same surname, the
name of the State (and, if necessary to distinguish among Members from the same State, the given names of the

Members) shall be added. After the roll has been called once, the Clerk shall call the names of those not recorded,
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alphabetically by surname. Members appearing after the second call, but before the result is announced, may vote or
announce a pair.

4. (a) The Speaker may direct a record vote or quorum call to be conducted by tellers. In such a case the tellers
named by the Speaker shall record the names of the Members voting on each side of the question or record their
presence, as the case may be, which the Clerk shall enter on the Journal and publish in the Congressional Record.
Absentees shall be noted, but the doors may not be closed except when ordered by the Speaker. The minimum time
for a record vote or quorum call by tellers shall be 15 minutes.(b) On the demand of a Member, or at the suggestion
of the Speaker, the names of Members sufficient to make a quorum in the Hall of the House who do not vote shall be
noted by the Clerk, entered on the Journal, reported to the Speaker with the names of the Members voting, and be
counted and announced in determining the presence of a quorum to do business.

5. (a) In the absence of a quorum, a majority comprising at least 15 Members, which may include the Speaker, may
compel the attendance of absent Members.(b) Subject to clause 7(b) a majority of those present may order the
Sergeant-at-Arms to send officers appointed by him to arrest those Members for whom no sufficient excuse is made
and shall secure and retain their attendance. The House shall determine on what condition they shall be discharged.
Unless the House otherwise directs, the Members who voluntarily appear shall be admitted immediately to the Hall
of the House and shall report their names to the Clerk to be entered on the Journal as present.(c) Upon the death,
resignation, expulsion, disqualification, or removal of a Member, the whole number of the House shall be adjusted
accordingly. The Speaker shall announce the adjustment to the House. Such an announcement shall not be subject to
appeal. In the case of a death, the Speaker may lay before the House such documentation from Federal, State, or
local officials as he deems pertinent.

6. (a) When a quorum fails to vote on a question, a quorum is not present, and objection is made for that cause
(unless the House shall adjourn)_ (1) there shall be a call of the House;(2) the Sergeant-at-Arms shall proceed
forthwith to bring in absent Members; and(3) the yeas and nays on the pending question shall at the same time be
considered as ordered.(b) The Clerk shall record Members by the yeas and nays on the pending question, using such
procedure as the Speaker may invoke under clause 2, 3, or 4. Each Member arrested under this clause shall be
brought by the Sergeant-at-Arms before the House, whereupon he shall be noted as present, discharged from arrest,
and given an opportunity to vote; and his vote shall be recorded. If those voting on the question and those who are

present and decline to vote together make a majority of the House, the Speaker shall declare that a quorum 1is
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constituted, and the pending question shall be decided as the requisite majority of those voting shall have determined.
Thereupon further proceedings under the call shall be considered as dispensed with.(c) At any time after Members
have had the requisite opportunity to respond by the yeas and nays, but before a result has been announced, a motion
that the House adjourn shall be in order if seconded by a majority of those present, to be ascertained by actual count
by the Speaker. If the House adjourns on such a motion, all proceedings under this clause shall be considered as
vacated.

7. (a) The Speaker may not entertain a point of order that a quorum is not present unless a question has been put to a
vote.(b) Subject to paragraph (c) the Speaker may recognize a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner to
move a call of the House at any time. When a quorum 1s established pursuant to a call of the House, further
proceedings under the call shall be considered as dispensed with unless the Speaker recognizes for a motion to
compel attendance of Members under clause 5(b).(c) A call of the House shall not be in order after the previous
question is ordered unless the Speaker determines by actual count that a quorum is not present.

Postponement of proceedings

8. (a)(1) When a recorded vote is ordered, or the yeas and nays are ordered, or a vote 18 objected to under clause 6 -
(A) on any of the questions specified in subparagraph (2), the Speaker may postpone further proceedings to a
designated place in the legislative schedule within two additional legislative days; and (B) on the question of
agreeing to the Speaker's approval of the Journal, the Speaker may postpone further proceedings to a designated
place in the legislative schedule on that legislative day.(2) The questions described in subparagraph (1) are as
follows:(A) The question of passing a bill or joint resolution.(B) The question of adopting a resolution or concurrent
resolution.(C) The question of agreeing to a motion to instruct managers on the part of the House (except that
proceedings may not resume on such a motion under clause 7(c) of rule XXII if the managers have filed a report in
the House).(D) The question of agreeing to a conference report.(E) The question of agreeing to a motion to recommit
a bill considered under clause 6 of rule XV.(F) The question of ordering the previous question on a question
described in subdivision (A), (B), (C), (D), or (E).(G) The question of agreeing to an amendment to a bill considered
under clause 6 of rule XV.(H) The question of agreeing to a motion to suspend the rules.(b) At the time designated
by the Speaker for further proceedings on questions postponed under paragraph (a), the Speaker shall resume
proceedings on each postponed question.(c) The Speaker may reduce to five minutes the minimum time for

electronic voting on a question postponed under this clause, or on a question incidental thereto, that follows another
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electronic vote without intervening business, so long as the minimum time for electronic voting on the first in any
series of questions is 15 minutes.(d) If the House adjourns on a legislative day designated for further proceedings on
questions postponed under this clause without disposing of such questions, then on the next legislative day the
unfinished business is the disposition of such questions in the order in which they were considered.

Five-minute votes

9. The Speaker may reduce to five minutes the minimum time for electronic voting on any question arising without
intervening business after an electronic vote on another question if notice of possible five-minute voting for a given
series of votes was issued before the preceding electronic vote_(a) after a record vote on a motion for the previous
question, on any underlying question that follows without intervening business, or on a question incidental thereto;(b)
after a record vote on an amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, on
any subsequent amendment to that bill or resolution reported from the Committee of the Whole, or on a question
incidental thereto;(c) after a record vote on a motion to recommit a bill, resolution, or conference report, on the
question of passage or adoption, as the case may be, of such bill, resolution, or conference report, or on a question
incidental thereto, if the question of passage or adoption follows without intervening business the vote on the motion
to recommit; or(d) as provided in clause 6(b)(3) of rule XVIII, clause 6(f) of rule XVIII, or clause 8 of this rule.
Automatic yeas and nays

10. The yeas and nays shall be considered as ordered when the Speaker puts the question on passage of a bill or joint
resolution, or on adoption of a conference report, making general appropriations, or increasing Federal income tax
rates (within the meaning of clause 5 of rule XXI), or on final adoption of a concurrent resolution on the budget or
conference report thereon.

Ballot votes

11. In a case of ballot for election, a majority of the votes shall be necessary to an election. When there is not such a
majority on the first ballot, the process shall be repeated until a majority 18 obtained. In all balloting blanks shall be

rejected, may not be counted in the enumeration of votes, and may not be reported by the tellers.
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1. When the yeas and nays are ordered, the names of Senators shall be called alphabetically; and each Senator shall,
without debate, declare his assent or dissent to the question, unless excused by the Senate; and no Senator shall be
permitted to vote after the decision shall have been announced by the Presiding Officer, but may for sufficient
reasons, with unanimous consent, change or withdraw his vote. No motion to suspend this rule shall be in order, nor
shall the Presiding Officer entertain any request to suspend it by unanimous consent.

2. When a Senator declines to vote on call of his name, he shall be required to assign his reasons therefor, and
having assigned them, the Presiding Officer shall submit the question to the Senate: "Shall the Senator for the
reasons assigned by him, be excused from voting?" which shall be decided without debate; and these proceedings
shall be had after the rollcall and before the result is announced; and any further proceedings in reference thereto
shall be after such announcement.

3. A Member, notwithstanding any other provisions of this rule, may decline to vote, in committee or on the floor,
on any matter when he believes that his voting on such a matter would be a conflict of interest.

4. No request by a Senator for unanimous consent for the taking of a final vote on a specified date upon the passage
of a bill or joint resolution shall be submitted to the Senate for agreement thereto until after a quorum call ordered
for the purpose by the Presiding Officer, it shall be disclosed that a quorum of the Senate is present; and when a
unanimous consent is thus given the same shall operate as the order of the Senate, but any unanimous consent may

be revoked by another unanimous consent granted in the manner prescribed above upon one day's notice.
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